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Cover image: strikers gather groceries, Museum of History and Industry.

For more information, please visit puppetstudies.org
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Evaluation and Analysis

By Sunday, (day 4) of the strike. Mayor Ole Hanson.
threatened to impose martial law. Some unions, including
the more conservative element of the Street Car Men’s
Union returned to work.

By Monday morning, even more workers had begun to
return. The Strike Committee called an official end to the
general strike effective Tuesday at noon. The shipyard
workers remained on strike for another month, but failed to
win significant concessions. The strike became national news
because of the disruption to business. A number of the
organizers were prosecuted for sedition becoming part of
the first Red Scare, leading to increased persecution of
leftists and immigrants nationally (and in Seattle specifically)
though the sedition charges failed to stick. In Seattle
employer policies turned sharply against unions and the
Seattle Central Labor Council spend the next generation
under reactionary conservative leadership.

Conservative contemporaries of the strike regarded it as a
failure because it did not lead to the rise of an American
Bolshevik revolution. This is true, but also wasn’t the point
of the strike for most striking workers

A key part of the strike’s effectiveness was the organizational
structure that allowed the facilitation of mutual aid, which
kept the strike popular among impacted residents. The
tangible reality of day-to-day life is just as important to most

The city has also just
emerged from two waves of
the devastating influenza
pandemic. Globally a third of
the world’s population was
sickened, and between 50
and 100 million died as a
result of the disease. In
Seattle, more than than
1,400 died and the city
repeatedly shut down and
employed a mask mandate.

The War also caused massive
economic inflation due to
shortages, but wages have
not kept pace. Housing
shortages similarly meant that the cost of living in Seattle is
exorbitant. Working conditions, particularly in industrial fields,
were unregulated and dangerous and many of Seattle’s unions
are full of disgruntled leftists.

- ¥ AL e R Gt AR [ Mae Aol | v g v~ o we SFR & i) iR [l
' v : 4
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Elevator operator with an influenza
mask. Seattle, 1918.
Museum of History and Industry

So perhaps
Seattle was
not quite so
different then
as Now.

Seattle Union Record,
November 1, 1913
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Labor Will Preserve Order

“The strike committee is arranging for guards and it is
expected that the stopping of the [street]cars will keep people
at home.”

The Stike Committee organized the Labor War Veteran Guard.
Guards were unarmed and wore white armbands, serving
eight-hour shifts both day and night. One guard member
described his intentions:

“Instead of a police force with clubs, we need a department
of public safety, whose officers will understand human nature
and use brains and not brawn in keeping order. The people
want to obey the law if you explain it to them reasonably.”

During the strike, arrests fell from more than a hundred per

The Strike

Following the end of the War, shipyard workers in Seattle
began to negotiate higher wages. Negotiations broke down
after shipyard owners offered only raises for some workers.
On January 21, 1919, the 35,000 shipyard workers went on
strike. The majority of those workers were employed at the
Skinner and Eddy Corporation.

Workers engaged the Seattle Central Labor Council, who
polled support for a sympathy strikes. Receiving near
unanimous support from 110 local unions, a general strike

was set for February 6, 1919 at 10 am.

At this time many unions were racially segregated, but the
strike was even supported by Japanese American unions, who
were not permitted to vote in the strike decision.

day to less than thirty, with no strike related arrests.

The guard members were unpaid, and were passing up the S6
per day that they would have received if they had joined the
2,400 armed citizens deputized by the mayor as an auxiliary
police force.

Left: Armed citizen
brigade. Evening
Herald, 1919.
Wikimedia
Commons.

I Right: Strike bulletin
® published daily with
information about
the strike, this one
from day two.
University of
Washington
Libraries.

RIAMEL CURTLS.
37055

Workers leaving the shipyard, University of'Wasington Special Collections.
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Labor Will Care For The Babies And The Sick

“The milk-wagon drivers and the laundry drivers are arranging
plans for supplying milk to babies, invalids, and hospitals, and
taking care of the cleaning of linen for hospitals.”

The milk-wagon drivers’ union established 35 stations across
the city for milk distribution. The milk was purchased by the
union from farmers and each dairy station was open from 9am
to 2pm. Similar to the dining halls, there were no reports of
those without funds being turned away.

The Seattle Mutual Laundry Company, established in 1915 was
a worker owned cooperative. They were exempted from the
walkout in order to continue to provide laundry service to
hospitals to maintain sanitary conditions. The laundry was
collected in wagons labeled “Hospital Laundry Only, By Order
of the General Strike Committee.”

Drug stores remained closed, except for prescriptions services.
Garbage collection also continued with restrictions under the
advisement that they “may carry such garbage as tends to
create an epidemic, but no ashes or papers.”

Top: Ole Lowell and son Herbie circa 1916.

(not actually part of the strike, but a comparable era)
Wedgewood in Seattle History

Center: Mutual Laundry Company Building
University of Washington Libraries

Bottom: Garbage collection in the Capitol Hill neighborhood of Seattle,
circa. 1915. (Similarly not part of the strike itself.)
Seattle Mutual Archives

While theirs were

prominent among the

local newspapers, the
labor-owned Seattle
Union Record took a
strong pro-strike
stance.

Also Tuesday February 4
1919, two days before
the strike.

On Thursday at 10 am,
65,000 Seattle
workers walked off
the job. Despite the
apprehensions of the
corporate class the
city did not plunge
into chaos, mobs did
not fill the streets.

In fact, strike
organizers encouraged
people to stay home.

In this editorial, titled
“No One Knows
Where” Anna Louise
Strong made three
pledges to mutual aid
that we will evaluate
over the coming
pages:

“ONTHURSDAY AT 10AM.

1T .

There will be many cheering, and there will be some

|| who fear.

| 1
|l

l I made by LABOR in this country a move which will lead

]

}
I

|

k

4. Labor will REOPEN, under the m

X 3 trades, such activities as are needed to pre-

|} serve pt health and public peace. If the strike con-
_ tinues, may feel

Both these emotions are useful, hut not too much
! of either.
We are undertaking the most tremendous move ever

—NO ONE KNOWS WHERE"
We do not need hystensa
We need the iron march of labor »
3 e ¢ @
¢ LABOR WILL FEED THE PEOPLE
Twelve great kitchens have been offered, and from
them food will be distributed by the provision trades at
low cost to all.
LABOR WILL CARE FOR THE BABIES AND
SICK

milk-wagon drivers and the laundry drivers are
afranging plans for supplying milk to babies, invalids
and hospitals, and taking care of the cleaning of linen
for hospitals.
R WILL PRESERVE ORDER.
The strike committee is arranging for guards., and
it is that the stopping of the cars will keep
. people at home.

* ° * (

itarian character of such suggestions, let them get this

OT THE WITHDRAWAIL OF LABOR POWER,
BUT THE POWER OF THE WORKERS TO MANAGE
WILL WIN THIS STRIKE.
. What does Mr. Piez of the Shipping Board care about
the closing down of Seattle's shipyards, or ever of all
the industries of the northwest. Will it not merely
‘the yards at Hog Island, in which he is more

When the shipyard owners of Seattle were on the
point of agreeing with the workers, it was Mr. Piez who !
wired them that, if they so agreed— ‘

HE WOULD NOT LET THEM HAVE STEEL.

Whether this is camouflage we have no means of |
knowing. But we do know that the great eastern com-
binations of capitalists COULD AFFORD to offer pri- |
vately to Mr.Skinner, Mr. Ames and Mr. Duthie a few }
millions apiece in eastern shipyard
RA‘R?ER

%

stock,

THAN LET THE WORKERS WIN. i

‘The closing down of Seattle's industries, as a MERE
will not affect these eastern gentlemen |
They{:onld let the whole northwest go to pieces, |
'ar as money alone is concerned. }

BUT, the closing down of the capitalistically con-
trolled industries of Seattle, while the WORKERS OR-

GANIZE to, feed the people, to care for the babies and
to preserve order—THIS will move them, for g
.this looks too much like the taking over of POWER by |
e Ay ¢ o ‘

“Labor will not only SHUT DO

§

B
-~
&

the industries, but
agement of the ap-

i
sx
%z
s
:
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